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I n t r o d u c t i o n

In May 1862, Eliza Ann Woodard Hurd
married Rev. Dr. Charles Henry

DeWolfe in a ceremony held at Eliza's
parents’ house on Budd Inlet, outside
of Olympia, Washington Territory.
Olympia was scandalized!
Their "conjugal alliance and

matrimonial co-partnership" was not
officiated, making the couple

criminally liable for offenses against

morality and decency. A few days after
their marriage, a crowd of citizens

gathered on the Olympia wharf as the
couple were arrested attempting to

board a boat destined for Victoria. At
court Charles Henry exclaimed that

Four days after her marriage, Eliza

was seen riding a horse through town
while wearing "bloomers." Bloomers
were considered practical attire by
early feminists, but conservative

Americans considered them immodest.

The Washington Standard mocked

Eliza as a "weak, silly woman" for her
Strong-minded protest, five years

before other Olympia women would

start protesting suffrage. The DeWolfes

left Olympia for Victoria. Following the
suspicious death of an actor at

DeWolfe's hydrotherapy establishment,
the couple relocated to San Francisco.

In San Francisco, Eliza violated a law
prohibiting cross-dressing, further
securing her place in history.

future generations would "look upon

This is the story of Eliza Ann and

memory." This sensational marriage

newspaper articles, letters, images from

him as a martyr and reverence his

was reported in local, regional, and

national newspapers, and recalled in
history books for decades.

Charles Henry DeWolfe, told through
the period, and a selection of

entertaining "vinegar" valentines
inspired by their lives.

Top left: 1865 General Land Office
map of Chambers Lake Area,
Thurston County. The Southwest
Corner of Section 19 has a penciled
note which reads "Jas. K. Hurd + Wife
Don Claim."
Top Right: The Woodard house in
West Olympia
Bottom Left: Marriage Certificate
for Miss Eliza A. Woodard and Mr.
James K. Hurd, dated 2 July 1855.

In the summer of 1852, 18-yearold Eliza Ann Woodard
traversed the Oregon Trail from
Michigan with members of her
extended family. Her cousin
Chloe Terry kept a journal on
their journey, in which she
described Eliza as "so amiable
so good natured. She is in every
sense of the word a dear good
girl." Eliza's father Harvey,
mother Salome, and three
brothers arrived to the Olympia
area in early 1853 and the
family established a home east
of Olympia on what is now
known as Woodard Bay. Harvey
later built a grist mill in
Tumwater, and the family
moved to west Olympia. In July
1855 Eliza married 26-year-old
James K. Hurd, who had
established a Donation Land
Claim near Chambers Lake east
of Olympia.

James Hurd was a respected member of the
Olympia community, who held positions in the
local government and military. He owned a
market in Olympia, and employed meat
packers as far away as eastern Washington.
Nisqually Chief Leschi was among those
employed by Hurd, and Hurd testified during
Leschi's 1857 trial for murder.
Eliza and James welcomed their daughter Ella
in August 1857. In October James was gored to
death by an ox he was attempting to wrangle
to slaughter. Eliza then worked as a
dressmaker and rented out the Olympia
market to support herself and her daughter.
Top Left: Olympia Market ad published in April
1856 after James acquired the market.
Bottom Left: Olympia Market ad published after
James' death in 1857.
Bottom: Not the actual ox.

Left: Newspaper announcement
detailing James' death.
Top Right: Washington Standard
announcement celebrating
James' life.
Bottom Right: March 1857
Washington Standard summary
of James' testimony in the Leschi
case.

Facing: Spirit Photo
1872.
Top: March 1861 Letter
from Eliza Hurd to
Sarah Yesler.
Above: 1860 US Census
lines recording Eliza,
a 26-year-old widow,
and her 4-year-old
daughter Ella. Eliza
owned $2,500 in real
estate and $1,500 in
personal property.
Today her property
would be worth about
$120,000.

According to letters written to her friend Sarah Yesler
of Seattle, Eliza was still grieving the loss of her
husband James three years after his death, in 1860:
"Oh memory! Even thou art sweet. How plainly I see again
that bright smile, so fraught with love, which was ever I want
to greet me, those words of kind endearment, which so oft has
thrilled my soul with joy unspeakable."

Her family suggested her memories were rosier than
reality, but Eliza was comforted in knowing that her
husband was a spirit whom she could contact. After
visiting family in Santa Cruz in early 1861, she
developed connections in the Spiritualist community.
Like other Spiritualists, she practiced communicating
with the spirit world, enjoyed water-cures, and adhered
to a "plain" (vegetarian) diet which she felt made her
daughter "agreeable and pleasant."

Facing: October 1861 Letter from Eliza
to Sarah Yesler, anticipating Charles
Henry's arrival in Olympia.
This page: 1860-1862 Announcements of
Dr. DeWolfe's Lectures, from The
Sacramento Bee, Sacramento Daily
Union, Weekly Oregonian, and State
Republican.

Eliza may have met 45-year-old Dr. Charles Henry DeWolfe
through Spiritualist friends while visiting family in California in
early 1861.
Charles Henry had lived in Old Town, Maine in the 1840s to 1850s,
where he worked as a merchant tailor and briefly published a
newspaper. Community members described him as pious and noted
that he enjoyed preaching but was "quite averse to practicing what
he taught." Following a scandal with an unmarried girl, Charles
Henry left Maine to pursue Spiritualist enterprises. He published,
lectured, and organized for reform groups across America.
Charles Henry was lecturing in California by January 1860. En
route to South America with a Free Love enclave, Charles Henry's
16-year old daughter had refused to leave San Francisco.
Newspapers in California and Oregon regularly announced his
lectures throughout the 1860s, although many communities were
scandalized by his presence. In October 1861, Eliza received a
letter from Charles Henry informing her that he had arrived in
Portland and would be coming to Olympia in November. He may
not have held public lectures in Olympia until May 1862.

In early May 1862,
Charles Henry DeWolfe
arrived in Olympia,
where he presented a
public lecture on diet.
Charles Henry was a
leader in the vegetarian
movement as it became
popular in America in the
early 1850s. He was a
founding officer of the
Vegetarian Settlement
Company, and in 1855
served as president for
the Octagon Settlement
Company, which
attempted to establish a
utopian vegetarian
community in Kansas.
The Octagon Settlement
was poorly planned and
quickly failed.
Vegetarianism was
connected with other
forms of social and
political reform,
including temperance
and individualism.
This page: 10 May 1862
Washington Standard
article on Dr. DeWolfe's
Olympia Lectures.
Facing: 1876 Phrenology
Journal cover Featuring a
phrenology chart. Similar
diagrams were published
as early as 1803. Racist
applications of this
pseudo-science were
common through the 1930s.

This page: Vinegar Valentine to a Widow. "Penny
Dreadful" or vinegar valentines were sent
anonymously in the mid to late 1800s.

On Saturday, May 24th 1862, the Washington Standard announced the marriage
of Eliza Ann Hurd and Charles Henry DeWolfe, mocking the couple and the
public dramas that ensued in the week following their marriage. Eliza and
Charles Henry married at the Woodard home on Tuesday, May 13th. On Saturday
evening Eliza was seen riding a horse through town, wearing "bloomers." The
couple stayed at the Woodard home Sunday night, planning to take a steamboat
to Victoria in the morning. On Monday they were arrested, arraigned in court,
and released on bond posted by Eliza's father. Charles Henry was arrested the
next day on charges of fornication. On Wednesday, May 21st the couple were
duped into a legal marriage. The Washington Standard recounted the events of
that week:
Free-Loveism Rampant-The Deceiver Deceived

MARRIED.
At the house of the bride's parents (Mr. H.R.
The good people of Olympia have been not a
Woodard) Dr. C. H. DeWolf of Philadelphia,
little amused and excited during the past week
Pa., to Eliza A. Hurd, of Olympia, W.T., in the
in consequence of two distinct actions in the
following manner:
Justice’s court, brought against one Charles
“We, the undersigned, hereby announce to the
Henry De Wolf, claiming to be a practicing
world that we have contracted a conjugal
physician, who delivered a course of lectures in alliance and entered into a matrimonial
this place a few weeks ago upon “phrenology,”
copartnership, believing in the divine right of
“phrebottomy,” “phreelove,” and kindred
souls to dictate their own forms and the
subjects. Before Charles Henry had been in
inspiration of Mother Nature and Father God
town twenty-four hours our people had taken
as being above CUSTOM and priestly
his measure, and their estimation of him was by CEREMONY, however long dignified by legal
no means heightened by the vague rumors of
enactment and CHRISTIAN dictation. This act
rascalities which had been practiced by the
we perform (taking upon ourselves the
“little joker” elsewhere, but our people being
responsibility) in the presence of these
law-abiding he was allowed his full latitude.
witnesses whose names accompany our own,
This clemency towards him, so different
on this public declaration.
perhaps from the treatment he had received
Made this 13th day of May, 1862.
from other communities, had the effect to very
Eliza Ann Hurd.
materially raise Charles Henry’s bump of selfCharles Henry DeWolf.
esteem, and for several days he appeared to be
Witnesses:
cock of the walk. In the meantime Charles
H. R. Woodard,
Henry contracted a “conjugal alliance and
Salome Woodard,
matrimonial co-partnership,” and the following B. F. Brown,
announcement appeared in the columns of the Mary Brown.
Press:

On Sunday evening Charles
Henry and his “partner”
resorted to the “house of the
bride's parents,” about two
miles below this place,
intending to meet the mail
boat early Monday morning,
at Brown’s wharf, and
proceed on their way to
Victoria “rejoicing.” But alas!
for human calculations—the
Fates willed it otherwise.
Deputy Sheriff Moxlie,
armed with a writ for their
apprehension, took passage
by the same conveyance, and
just as the “happy couple”
came aboard, and were
feliciting themselves on a
“prosperous voyage,” the
Sheriff steps forward and
places the clutches of the
law upon their devouted
heads. While this scene was
being enacted at Brown’s
wharf, the Olympia wharf
was erected into a temporary
observatory, and a field-glass,
mounted on a tripod, was
brought to bear with
mathematical nicety upon
the mail-boat. Through this
glass a large and appreciative
assemblage successively
strained their eyes to
penetrate the mysteries
being enacted at the boat.
About one o’clock Charles
Henry and his “partner”
were arraigned before
Justice Bigelow to answer

the charge of having
attempted to unite parties in
the bonds of matrimony
without authority of law—to
which a plea of “not guilty”
was entered; Elwood Evans,
Esq., appearing on behalf of
the Territory and the
defendant for the defense.
The testimony substantiated
the notice of “matrimonial
co-partnership” – the
defendant introducing no
rebutting testimony. Mr.
Evans opened in a very
appropriate, courteous and
convincing speech. He was
followed by His Rt. Rv., Hon.
Charles Henry De Wolf, M.D.
and F.F.L.S., who claimed to
be a minister of the Gospel,
a judge, and a justice of the
peace, (and therefor
qualified to marry himself,) in
a tirade of abuse and
billingsgate, as though
Pandora’s box had been
bursted within and the ills
issuing therefrom were
striving to seek their
“affinities” in our
atmosphere. We frankly
admit that we have never
listened to a speech that
would more effectually write
its author as an ingenious,
self-possessed, unscrupulous
dog—a being in human form
regarding neither custom,
sanctity, nor decency. The
peacock, whose little heart is
one beating pulse of vanity is

This Page: circa 1889 drawing of
brown's wharf in west Olympia
attributed to Alonzo Bixby Woodard,
Eliza's younger brother.

contained, protected by the law.
The counsel for the Territory
closed in a scathing speech, which
caused even the hardened villain
under trial to fairly wince.
Justice Bigelow decided the charge
sustained, and defts. were bound
over in the sun of one thousand
dollars to appear at the district
court. After much difficulty,
Charles Henry's father-in-law filed
the necessary bond and released
his children from "durance vile."

not so vain as he—assuming the desire
martyrdom at the hands of the “sneaking,
lying, peddling, begging, clerical sons of
Ahab”; the “drunken justices” and “besotted
judges”; and their “black-hearted and
villainous supporters.” This style of
harangue would not have been attempted in
any place where the COWARD was
unprotected by the sanctity of a courtroom
and the presence of ladies. He knew that for
the time being he could free his guilty soul
of all the vituperation and abuse it

But the misfortune of the
"matrimonial firm" did not end
here. On Tuesday Charles Henry
was again apprehended on a
charge of "open and notorious
fornication." The time for trial was
fixed at ten o'clock Wednesday
morning, and Charles Henry not
finding bondsmen even as
plentiful as when his "partner" was
to be "bailed out" with him, was
treated to lodgings in the blockhouse, which from all accounts as
"primitive" as was Charles Henry's
wedding-cake (ride Press of
Monday). Charles H. of course
turned up his nose at the
"accommodations," and still
pleaded pitifully that his blushing
"partner" be allowed to share them
with him! Some believe that
Charles Henry don't live up to
what he preaches-- others that he
merely wished to show her the
course that true love sometime
runs, and -- the trial on Wednesday

did not differ materially from that
of Monday. Charles Henry indulged
in a few malicious flings at the
people collectively, and stated that
he would never ! NEVER ! NEVER
would be married by the parties
specified by law as competent
authority to ratify the marriage
contract. "It was degrading to his
manhood to think of it"! He would
bow to no "fawning, hypocritical,
thieving priest"; no "drunken,
mercenary justice" nor corrupt
"judge" for the "senseless" words "I
pronounce you man and wife"! He
lived in advance of the age! Future
generations would look upon him

This page: Tanelquot Blockhouse

as a martyr and reverence his
memory. He did not expect
disciples from among the people of
Olympia, for they were totally
incapable of appreciating the
sublime truths which found
lodgment in his breast. "The people
of Olympia teach morality"!
exclaimed he; "why, I have taught
more morality in the short space I
have sojourned with you than all
your priests and ministers have in
the past ten years!" Heaven deliver
us from such morality.
Before rendering a decision, Justice
McGill said that he should ask the

deft. a question which would
materially bear upon his final
decision. "Do you," said the Justice,
"consent to take this woman as
your wedded wife?" "I do," replied
the defendant, unhesitatingly. "And
do you," asked the Justice of the
blushing "partner," "consent to take
this man as your lawful husband?"
"Yes," was the reply. "Then," cooly
remarked the Justice, "by the power
vested in me, and in the presence
of these witnesses, I pronounce you
man and wife according to law"!
"If you've ever seen a hailstorm,
(Thunder and lighting both
included,)
If you've seen the briny ocean,
When the waves in high
commotion,
Rise like unto snow-capped
mountains,"
Then, reader, you may form an idea
of the tempest of astonishment and
rage which filled the breast of
Charles Henry, when the sentence
This Page: circa 1870 photo of
the office of the Washington
Standard Newspaper.

was pronounced. "You can't come
that dodge over me; I deny your
authority!" he shouted frantically;
but he was brough to take a
reasonable view of the matter by an
intimation from the court that if he
"indulged" in such "whims" he
should commit him for contempt.
The justice decided that as the
evidence failed to prove that one of
the parties did not at the time of
the matrimonial contract was made
consider it a bona fide marriage, and
that as the parties were now joined
in lawful wedlock, the charge be
not sustained— costs to be paid by
the defendant. Thus ended the case.
Charles Henry was married by a
justice, and his "Freelove" career
was suddenly brought to a close.
Married.—By Henry McGill, Esq., in the
Justice's court, Wednesday, May 21st, 1862,
Charles Henry DeWolfe and Mrs. Eliza
Ann Hurd.
"Be virtuous and you will be happy."

Facing: Vinegar Valentine.
Right: 24 May 1862 Washington
Standard article chiding Eliza for
wearing bloomers.
Below: Beginning in 1851 Amelia
Bloomer, an early women's rights
advocate and dress reformer,
popularized bloomers which were
also known as The American dress,
Reform Dress, Pantaloons, and
Turkish Trousers. Bloomer said:

"Let men be compelled to
wear our dress for awhile
and we should soon hear
them advocating a change."

Eliza was ridiculed in Olympia for
wearing pants, which was considered
a feminist protest. Eliza's letters
reveal that she was an intelligent,
expressive, loving, and supportive
friend and mother. This young
woman, who was raised to treat
others with kindness, who had
traveled over 2,000 miles to
Washington Territory in good spirits,
who successfully supported her
family while mourning the loss of her
husband, was inspired to stand for
women's rights. Her alliance with
Charles Henry DeWolfe certainly
bolstered her resolve. A few weeks
after their marriage Eliza wrote on
the "wars that we have passed
through for Right's sake" and that
she felt the "sweet repose of my soul
in the atmosphere of love and
sympathy that surrounds me."

Newlyweds Eliza and Charles Henry
DeWolfe left Olympia for Victoria. There
the couple established a bathhouse and
clinic in May 1862. The business was
advertised regularly in the Daily Colonist.
In March 1863, the DeWolfe family grew
with the birth of another daughter,
although she may not have lived long.
In June 1863, comedian John Wood
overdosed on lobelia and died at the
DeWolfe establishment, which might have
led to the downfall of the DeWolfe
reputation in Victoria. Olympia's
Washington Standard mocked the couple
as they made regional news in the 1860s.
Facing Left: 1862 Ads in the Daily Colonist.
Facing Right, Top: News of Woods' death in
Olympia's Washington Standard.
Facing Right, Bottom: Notice of Woods'
Death in Victoria's Daily Colonist.

Bottom: Water Cure illustrations.

Following pages: 31 August 1864 Daily
Right: 29 November 1862 Washington Standard Colonist Article on DeWolfe's lawsuit
article threatening Charles Henry.
for Wood's unpaid medical expenses.

The DeWolfes relocated to California
around 1865. The entire family lectured
in Grass Valley, Sacramento, and San
Francisco on a bevy of reform topics
and quackery. At 8, Ella was probably
the daughter lecturer advertised in
1866. Ella would go on to become a
teacher, and earned a Bachelors in
Philosophy from the University of
California in 1879.

Above: Dashaway Hall, San Francisco, 1869.
The First California Suffrage convention
Met here in 1870.
This Page: Advertisements for the DeWolfe
Lectures, December 1865 to February 1866.

In 1863, San Francisco outlawed crossdressing. Eliza had been lecturing on
women's rights in San Francisco since
December 1865, but she may not have
begun publicly demonstrating in bloomers
until May 1866. On May 8th she strolled
San Francisco in "masculine attire"
attracting the attention of hundreds of
people. She was later arrested.
Facing: 1850s Drawings of Women in Bloomers,
featured on sheet music for the Bloomer
Polka, Mrs. Bloomer's own, and The New
Bloomer Polka.
This Page: May 1863 Articles on the Female
Pantaloonist Case.

Eliza's bloomer protests were regional
gossip, with newspapers as far away as
Olympia reporting the scandal. She
continued to make the news for wearing
bloomers in San Francisco through 1867.

This Page: 1866-1867 newspaper
clippings on the DeWolfes.

Far Right: 1870
Article on
Spiritualism
reflecting on
the DeWolfe
scandals.
Right: 1873
Article on
the San
Francisco
Women's
Suffrage
Convention
and freelove.
Left: 1869
article
listing Eliza
as an officer
of the San
Diego
Suffrage
Society.
Far Left: 1868
article on
Charles
Henry
Lecture.

Charles Henry died of a stroke on December 14th, 1869.
The DeWolfes had been living in San Diego, where
Eliza was an officer for the San Diego Suffrage
Society. Eliza addressed the California Judicial
Committee in 1872 with a party of delegates from the
California Suffrage Society. She moved to Santa Cruz,
where she may have still had family, and operated a
bookstore there in the 1870s-1880s. The 1880 census lists
her as a merchant of "B&S" (books and stationary).
She died in 1908, 3 years before women achieved the
right to vote in California.

Above: Woodhull in 1870.
This and facing Pages: report on
December 1871 Victoria Woodhull San
Francisco speech. Woodhull would
become the first woman to run for
president in 1872.

"Get thee behind me, (Mrs.) Satan!"

Wife (with heavy burden), "I'd rather travel the hardest path of matrimony
than follow your footsteps."

Facing: 1872 cartoon of Victoria
Woodhull, women's suffrage leader and
free love advocate.
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c o n c l u s i o n

When Eliza's father died in 1872,

Eliza was not listed as an heir. When
the first history book on Thurston
County was written in 1914, her

brother Albert did not include her in
his recollection of the family's

settlement in Olympia, but Eliza is
ridiculed in the book for her 1862
marriage to Charles Henry. The

family may have lost touch over the
years, possibly as a result of public

opinion on the DeWolfe enterprises
and Eliza's rights advocation.

Although their local influence was

fleeting, the DeWolfe marriage was

an early sign of the Progressive Era
debate, protests, and changes to

come. Eliza's bloomer ride through
town was one of Olympia's first

feminist demonstrations, years before
women started demanding their civil
right to vote.

I am so glad that I like you
And that you like me too
I really think that liking folks
Is the best thing one can do,
Don’t you?

